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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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" CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

6104ICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

AGAM-P (M)(21 June 68) FOR OT RD 682251 26 June 19.68'

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters,3d Brigade,
101st Airborne Division, Period Ending 30 April 1968 (U)

be A-- M(lJn 8)FRTR 821-2 June .1968 ,'SEE DISTRIBUTION "

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance

with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
a be reported to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days

of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appro-.
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material.

BY ORDER OF THE SECREARY OF THE ARMY:

1 Incl
as C.A. STANFIEL

Colonel AGC

DISTRIBUTION: Acting The Adjutant General
Commanding Generals

US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Command

Commandants
US Army War College
US Army Command and General Staff College
US Army Artillery and Missile School
US Army Infantry School
US Army Special Warfare School

Copies furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army Regraded unclassified when separated
Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Engineers from classified inclosure.
Chief of Research and Development "
Assistant Chiefs of Staff
Defense Documentation Center
Director, Weapons Systems Evaluation Group rF
CO, US Army Limited War Laboratory
CO, 3d Brigade, 1ivoin borne Dvisoii
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I ' .CONFIDENTIAL
- DEPARTMENT OF THE AKMI

hHeadqarters 3D Drip^de, 101s' Airborne Division
APO San Francisco 96383

AVG-CA-E 16 may 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3D Brigade 0st Airborne Division
for period enaing 30 April 1968.. RCS CFOR-65 (Rl)

SEE DISTRIEUTION j

1. Section 1, Operations: Significant Act,-ities.

a. During the reporting period, the 3D ,Drigado conducted counter-
Insurency operations in Bien Hoe and Binh Doung Provinces. Two organic
and one attached battalion wore responsible for security of the rockct
belt north and ert of Long Binh/ien Moa conplex and interdiction of
movement along primary avenues of approach Lno the area. The re-.nir.en
organ c battalio.i provided local security for Lhuoc Vinh Base Camp and
conducted Buahmast r-Type operations in Binh Duong Province.

b. The si,1 ficant activities pnrtior of this report will include
only that period tea 3 1 BriEade was OrCON to II F.ORCE V, 5 March thr30 April. The two major operations occu-inr durir p this period weret

(1) Operation BOX SPRINGS I
(2) Operation TOAN ThI.NG (AO LDS DANOS, initially Operation

(a) Operatior3

On 16 March the 3d 6ittrlion (Airborne), 187th Infantry
conducted Operation LOX SPRIN3S in southern section of BHinh Duong
Province fioa 16 larch to 22 artch 1968. The area of operation included
long time enany sanctuaries in the western section of kar Zone D.
Numerous, szall unit actioms to include airmo')ile assaults, reconnaisamce
in force, and Iemn:stkr-type operations woro conducted throughout the
area of oporntion. Participating unita e:cocricnced light but steady
contact with mnjor action bo: innir C"in the ,ft,=noon zind t-arly evenirg

hours and continuing into the night, the crnloymwnt of nicht op rtions
in conjtmction with the use of scout doga kcpt thn ar.-rn- eff bnlancnj
often cntchirC hi;m by sur-prise and forcinZ him to fight a brio.f but
tonacious battle in an effort to bre-k cnntct. Thu persistence of
friendly forces forced the enTW to naov his ponition constantly which
apparcntly rsiulted in the porn-nnat relo ution cf some enemy units.
Base camps, which had been coniidered sact-.riec by the enecT, were
cleared and destroyed. At 1650 hrs 22 Ynrch the last Conpany was
moved by air t Phuoc Vinh naso and Oporition BOX SPRINGS terninateda
16 U. porswnn,1 *ere killed, 62 woundc! of v*hicli 52 were evacuated from
the battle field. Bno r lonsea wore 2h7 killed.

On 21 March 1;68 the 2d 33attalion (Airborne) 506th
Infantry was released from ope.ation control of the 199th Light Infantry
lrigado in AC UPSHUR and rove. to a Fire Support Pase in AO HARIISBUIG,
later changed to AC LOS BI-NCS. The 1st attalion (Airborne) 50th
Infantry mov6d by air to Fire ,Support .Daso Paris in AO ' ISBURl on
the sanme dny. The mission of .he two battalions in the arva of operation
was to secure the Rocket Belts to uhe north, east and south of Bien Foa
in Bien Roa Province and to protect the Lien Hoe/Long Binh military cca-plax
against ground and rocket attacks. Th. battalons conducted reoonnaissince
in force, airmobilo assaults and w'bush patrols in the operational area.

NF N ADOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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The nAme of the area of operations was changed from A HAPSISSUIG to
AO LOS BW.10S on 2h YParch 196'. 01. 8 April Opcyat'.on *.O LOS BAINOS

wes incorportated into the TZH Corn Oporatin T uP THJA:O as were
operations conducted in A0 C1LRKSVI.LE in Finh falr. Provinco. On
9 April the let Rattallion (Airborne) 5C6th Infantry returned to Phuoc
Vinh Base and the 2d fattalion (;rborne) 506th Infantry aesused respon-
sibility for the entire A LOS PANX. The -d Battalion (Airborne)
187th Infantry wont undcr the operational control of the lot Infantry
Division on 16 April and conducted operations in the southern portion
of Dinih fuong" Province and northern portion of Fion Pen Province.

On 23 April the 3d Battalion (tirborne) 137th Infantry was released
fram opcrotionnl control of thu lst Infantry Division and moved to the

southern and of A LOS &':OCS. With the tnercaeir.g threat of rockot/ground
attack on'Lo'n Zinh/hicn Foa area, the 5th Bttolion 12th Infant-y
(19) LID), A Troup 3d Squadron 17th Air Cavalry and F Company 51st Long
Range Patrol were placed under the operational control of the 3d Brigade
on 2!4 April. Tq 5th Cttalion 12th Infant.r was riven tactical
responsibility for Fire Support t'asa PARIS and AC LO1S t.,OS southeast
of Long inh. The 3d attalion (Airborne) 187th Infantry haved all
units into AC LOS 4ANOS CENTER, east ef ion Hon and the 2d Btt.alion
(A~rborx) 506th Infantry ahruaed responsil-ility of A0 LOS B:ADS NOR ,
north of the Dong Nal River.
F Company 513t Lon ltno Patrol conducted operntinns north of 4O
W5 LiMOS n AC UP-U5R IT A Troon 3-17 A1r Cay conductod air rocennisc-noo,

provided A ar5 Air ;nuport, and mintained th o:ig do Tlady Reaction
Force, Conitct duiring the period was spor.di c to r.odratc with
incro! i. activity and rocket/MOrtar n ".tracks to..,arl the end of the

reportin- period. The operation is continuing at present. 13 US persordnal
wcre killed, 81 wounded of *hich 67 wore evacuatcd fron the battlefield.
n,eiV losses wore 57 killed, CmulAtive reaults of the reporting
periodts oporations are recorded in Inclosure 1.

c. The organizational structuro to inclurde attached units and
umits under'tho operitional control of the 3d rigade is attached as
Inelosuro 2.

dw Units of he Brtjdo, not participating in tactical operations,
conducted trining on a drily bazis. Each bnttalion is required to
maintan a master trainina chart as prescribed in 101st irborne Roralation
350.-, dated 25 March 19L3. Training includcd Code of Conduct, Safety, "
Mines and Doobytrnps Warefere, Small Ams Fart-inhrization -iring Program,
Lesson Learned to include Victnm Prtncr, Di'aiin and Crigade Combat
Notes, and First Aid to include personal hyleone. Fifty-six days of
tactical operations and training have been conducted since 5 March.

o. There wore no major trop movennrta durn--: the reporting period.

f. Ono iJor innovation was the consolidation bf all Sa2..a..ortars
into or.c plot attached to the co._bnt support comany. The Clasn mortar
squads arc returned to their par.nt unit and attached to other units,
according to the tactical requircemnte. V Whn thi-ra are no requirements
by units operating outside the baze oap, the &rsa mortars are
incorporated into the base carp's fire suleort rhaix and provide ready
c.lre-in support as well as tiediato IlJu-Iruaat.ons

g. An deitional asset that became vaileble to tfle 3d Zrigads
in March was the Scout Deg Platoon of the 53tA I.,nfantry. L:-redietely
scout dogs wore incorporbtod into as many operations as possible.
Primary omphasis 'as placed on using the scout dogs as a m-mber of the
point element. It was necessary to train'troops and leaders at 211
levels in the emloyment of the scout dog-s. Once the its had grown
accustomed to the use of the'scout dog and their id'.osyncrcrcim,
increased uso was emphasizod. Dogs were .- doe nvailable for ambuhesa,
patrols, road clearing operations, cordon and search operations, and
any other use the ground coTratder might dcirc wl ch met with the
scout platoon lo.dars approval.

CONFIDENTIAL
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The scout dogs proved volualble in all ' X rbtattnl system. to
oxcbenge dogo arnd hnndlo:rz cnce t-cir cffectivonoss ra efficincy
had decreased woe impleontel. 72 a11 systeml assured the Ground
r-mmander- of r) rolitively fi-ash scoxit dog tcan rot all tines. Mhentevor
possible each pltt:on was osi~noc it's mma dor to ut±i'ize on clovOrleef
operations and pl,,tocn bwooos. Every effort was made to assi,-i dogs to
the saee unit occh time, fiis resulted in a greater familiarity
betwoms the sb1diors and dogs which proecd conducive to greater
effectiveness*

2. Section 2., Leassbns Learned: Commaenders Oberations, Evaluations
and Roco:-,mondtions.

a? Perionmol. NONE
b. Oper-tioio

Limitod tn

(1) O!3SS-XATtOI3. The ability of 1 unit to keep the enemy frm-i
pirpointin.- its licntion or having kleolago of'its presence boa taotical
sienifict-nco toward the access of 'he opore-tion.

(2 EVALUATION. On17 Apl)A C-ar lst Battal.ion' (Aibore)j 506th Infa-ntry bogt'n 3 5 dsy reconnaiaisnco, in force operption.
Thu com~pany carried only, rations, voter. m~cdicil supplies, cazunitions,
and minimum, field eqipmeant. No resuoply, excopt for cinsrcency wasa
plonncd. On the evening of 20 April the o ony on'oaTed a 1--rgc enen'y
forc, u~iono'r "'etion indicated complete'suenrioo at the presence of FMa
All~ied Forc. 1 US parsennol was killed, 6 .;omrdad (evacuated) and

24enemy killed by body count.

(3) RECO.ME1DtION. That Wlcd Fcrces conduct more small unit
night opoe'etions with limitod raa.upply or other ar' livities that tond
to pinpoint V~IC laCetien "r MTrrAl- thUI P1reozuo if the unit in a
speeifio area.

Roplacenent Personrnol

(1) O7SERVATIO'J, The 3d ltt-ili-on (Zu'rborne) 187th In~fantry
cend-,ectcder series of claszcn for repl2ccmctntow an: sei:grcd to tIe
bettallan. 3y =mn of anz%--irr stl ,Int a~p's nd pzroonel itteriow
Of students, it was appare-nt ihat the nzijority of re pl:Lcents orriving
in Victnrn for thctr first tour tre undcr t:.o nlscr-.,-otieft the Vicet
Cong is r. rnr-od, poorly trained nd ill.qic 'er~a

(2) V1'iJU.TIO. To under -~t.'t he zbillty of the enemy'
in 6 mistnl~o th-:t :rns be!t nnarcr-s hntlbe thr:ouf-:rt the history of
war. NvZgto vtrtt u'it~l e ,; cnt wiO the Vict Cong to dioror t-e
isn ewell traiined, hi.ghly motive-ted aeldicr can be, rostly to the
individul.

triin,!" ind Vj.ctnim Oricrtation Courses for' other r2:lacC.ntz zotrss
the cn~~ji U: d mtiv.ti on of the uncT.,

d. Intollinxrco.

Chiou 1101.

(1) OBSERVION. Chieu Hoi ore of tr-sendous value when
eMployed on a regular scout basis with cor.Vany and platoon size elomantse

(2) EVALUATION. The cmploymont of ralliore as Cnidea'and
scouts against their former comuredes is hztrdly a now techniquc.
However, builiding a Kit Carson Scout lro~ro Ia is a slaw process. Chiou
IHoi must be sorconed and selectedi from those who have completed t ho
prescriboa indoatrinaticn courso prior to their fun~ tim employmuent
as scouts.

CONFIDENTIAL
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This Pr1f:da hns otteriptnd to obtain rallior3 who arc faniliar w4ith
the brigndc arca of opcra.ions, n'-ovr, more iniportcnt is
obtnining rnaicrs wh~ot ai- fam- ier With on, rn techniqccs in the
field, *-.zvo soirod in tric field Pvnd t'ra wiJ.'inr~ to a-comany
US foron on sustained oporvtions. Closz 11Aisn must bQ mointnined
with province Chaicu Roi cotors to obtcin porsnnnel of this caliber.
Ctnco obtnincd the individuil must be scrcr-ncd and a rapport
establishcd ith the unit to which the rnlliar ic absigncd.

(3) RM.O.TM!IDA"ION. That thia v-aluc of using Chiou HeL, as
guides for comnb't e-nera'ions be stressed to all units newly arrived
or prpirin for dc.-oyr.ont to the Republic of Vietnam~.

C! Loaiotics. NONE

f. O-rnizndstion. NOME

g. O1tha NONlE

Incl IU~RMCE L MCWi4EY
08 Colonel. Infnntry

Distribution:

USARPAC OWOP.-DT
UStjw AV1ioC (DST)
1015T 1.M~ DIV
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AVFBC-RE-H (16 May 68) let mnd
SMJZCTs Operational Report of 3D Brigade 101st Airborne Division

for period ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (ra)

DA, HQ II FFORCZV, APO San Francisco 96266 29 MAY 1368

THRUo Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC(DST)s APO 91375

Commander, US AnU Pacific, ATTih OPOP-OT, APO 96558

TOs Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
ArWy, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. SubJect report is forwarded.

2. This command has reviewed the attached Operational Report - Lessons
Learned of the 3D Brigade, 101st Airborne Division and concurs with it.

FOR TEP COI!M ER

.3, AGII
I

I
Ij



AVHGC-DST (16 May 68) 2d Ind CFT ArnolA/rbw/LBN 1 ,85
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 3D Brigade 101st Airborne Division for period

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

EADQUARTEXS, UNITaD STATLS ARJkY VIETNAM AFO San Francisco 96375 6 JUN 1988

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Facific, ATTN: GPOF-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
'or the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 3d Brigade
101st Airborne Division as indorsed.

2. Reference item concerning replacement personnel, page 3, paragraph 2c.
Concur. DA Pam 360-518, Know Your Enemy: The Viet Cong, should be used as
a basis for orientation training.

FOR THE COIkNDER

C. S. NAKATSUKASA
Captain. AGC

Assistnnt Adjutant General

Copy furnished:
Hq, II FFORChV
Hq, 3d Bde 101st Abn Div

6i:I



GPOP-DYT (16 May 68) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 3d Bde, Olst Abn

Div, for Period Ending 30 April 1968,
RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

1Q, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 14JUN13BU

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D.C.. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and
forwarding indorsements and concurs in the report
as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

R. F. OSBOUM
21AJ, AGC

Aszt AG

7
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